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The citizens of Allen County continue
to support their parks in many ways, including through grants for capital improvements at the local level. As part of
the 2015 levy, the Cooperative Park Improvement Grant Program (CPIGP) was
resurrected to assist communities all
across the county with their park and recreation responsibilities.
The CPIGP was started in 1994 and to
date has supplied over $1.4 million dollars to help build playgrounds, restrooms,
shelters, baseball diamonds and more.
Electrical, drainage, water and other infrastructure upgrades are included as well. A
total of $100,000/year in revenue sharing is provided by the Johnny Appleseed
Metropolitan Park District to 12 political
subdivisions including cities, villages and
townships. Several of the subdivisions
have leveraged additional “outside” monies by using our grants as local matches
for state/federal grants.
Because of the success of the Cooperative Park Improvement Grant Program,
many of the local community parks

across Allen County have made more progress through the CPIGP program than in
the previous 50 years! The Commissioners and Staff of the Johnny Appleseed
Metropolitan Park District fully support
our neighbors in their efforts to provide
the best possible park and recreation facilities and programs for our constituents.
Kevin L. Haver
Director

2017 Improvement for City of Lima - Robb Park
play equipment

2017 Improvement for
Jackson Twp Park - play equipment

SUMMARY OF 2018 AWARDED GRANTS
Auglaize Township Park District
Play Equipment

$17,000

Jackson Township Park District
Play Equipment

$12,000

Village of Beaverdam
$10,000
Gravel parking lot at Village Park

City of Lima
$30,000
Playground Equipment at Lincoln Park

Village of Bluffton
Buckeye Park Renewal

$ 6,500

Spencer Township Park District
Swing Set & safety surfacing

City of Delphos
Replace doors, jams & locks for
shelter house

$ 4,857

Sugar Creek Township
$ 5,804
Seal & paint tennis courts, replace
basketball back board, 12 indoor rental
tables

$13,839

Ohio History Comes Alive at the

Escape the winter blues and welcome spring by joining us for this fun
traditional spring event!!!

Sat., March 3 & Sun., March 4
Noon to 5 p.m.
McLean Teddy Bear Park
2004 N. Dixie Hwy., Lima, OH
GUIDED TOURS
FREE ADMISSION
MAPLE PRODUCTS FOR SALE
The festival features a guided tour along a ½ mile trail. Several interpretive stops explain maple syrup production from early Native American
times to modern day. The walk concludes with a visit to our “sugar
shack” and a taste of real maple syrup. Ohio maple syrup in various
sizes will be sold, along with maple products such as candy, sugar, etc.
For more information call the Park District Office at 419-221-1232.

ESCAPE ROOM: NATURAL
HISTORY MUSEUM
be banned from the
Museum forever!
Location: McElroy Environmental Center
Good thing they only do their rounds
2355 Ada Road, Lima, OH
once an hour. Hurry and you just might
Fri., Mar. 23 - 4:30, 6:00,
make it out before they find you!
7:30, or 9:00 p.m.
Solve the puzzles, riddles, codes and
Sat., Mar. 24 - 12:00, 1:30, 3:00, 4:30, keys in the room to find a new way out.
6:00, 7:30, or 9:00 p.m.
This will be a non-scary adventure for
Sun., Mar. 25 - 1:30 p.m., 3:00, 4:30, families, friends and coworkers. You will
be given one hour. Will you be success6:00, 7:30, or 9:00 p.m.
ful? Participants will reserve an hour
$10 per person or
slot for their group of 2-6 people and will
$50 for entire time slot
be required to sign a damage liability
form on site. Young participants (under
You’ve enjoyed the day at the local
museum and are hungry for more! You the age of 7) may become frustrated
with this activity. All required materials
discover the new natural history wing
that opens next week but simply cannot and tools will be provided. Please arrive
wait to see it. You and your crew sneak 10 minutes before your registered time
so we can prepare you for the Escape
in just for a peek and now . . .you’re
Room. Register by March 20.
trapped! If the guards catch you, you’ll

SPRING & SUMMER
NESTBOX MONITORING
PROJECT FOR KIDS
Join the Land Stewardship department
in monitoring approximately one dozen
Tree Swallow and Eastern Bluebird Boxes set up in a grid at Ottawa Metro Park.
Children ages 5 and up (and their young
at heart parents/guardians) will help
open boxes, look for nests, eggs and
nestlings. They will also help determine
which species of birds are using the boxes and record data. Monitoring will occur 10 am every Tuesday (unless it is
raining) from the beginning of April
through the first week of August. You do
not need to commit
to each Tuesday,
please join us as
your schedule allows. Monitoring
will take approximately 30 minutes
to 1 hour. Please
meet us in the Amphitheater parking
lot. Please contact
Anne Smedley with questions at 419221-1232 or asmedley@jampd.com

BIRD BANDING HELP
NEEDED

Dates: March 23 - 25
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Licensed Bird Bander,
Anne Smedley, is looking for help with the
Monitoring Avian
Productivity and Survivorship program. There
will be 8 bird banding
sessions at Lippincott
Bird Sanctuary between
May 21st and August 8th. Each session
begins at approximately 6 a.m. and lasts
for 7 to 8 hours. No experience is necessary but bird ID skills are helpful. Volunteers will help with setting up equipment,
handling birds and writing down data.
Two or three volunteers are needed each
day You do not need to commit to all 8
sessions. Please contact Anne Smedley
at asmedley@jampd.com.

Certified Volunteer Naturalist, and a
KILLDEER PLAINS WILDLIFE FIELD TRIP
***To register for programs,
please call 419-221-1232 unless member of the Hardin County Herb Soci- Sat., Mar. 24 - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
ety. She will discuss all things related to Ride along as we partner with the Triotherwise noted

PARKS LEGEND
ACF
AR
DC
FA
HP
HWMP
KW
LBS
MEEC

Allen County Farm Park
Agerter Road River Access
Deep Cut
Fort Amanda Park
Heritage Park
Hermon Woodlands Metro Park
Kendrick Woods
Lippincott Bird Sanctuary
McElroy Environmental
Education Center
MTB
McLean Teddy Bear Park
OMP
Ottawa Metro Park
OMP/AMP Ottawa Metro Park
Amphitheater
OMP/CG
Ottawa Metro Park
Campground

NATURE PALS: TERRIFIC
TURTLES
Thurs., Mar. 1 - 10 a.m. or 1 p.m. - MEEC
Children, ages 3-5, and their adult companion are invited to meet the park district’s resident live turtles. Weather permitting, we will also hike through the
woods. Please dress appropriately. Register by February 27.

MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL
Sat. & Sun., March 3 & 4
12 p.m. to 5 p.m. - MTB
See article on page 2.
LIMA AREA WOODCARVERS
Mon., Mar. 5 - 7 p.m. - MEEC
Contact Dave Betts for information at
419-204-1571.
GET THE BUZZ ABOUT NATIVE BEES
Tues., Mar. 6 - 7:30 p.m. OSU Lima Visitors Center
Barb Snyder is a Master Gardener, Ohio

bees including: when and how bees diversified into the many species we see
today, detailed accounts of how native
bees go about their daily lives, the role
bees play as pollinators and indicators of
healthy habitats, and the problems
faced by bees today. If you have never
heard of carpenter, squash, mason, mining, sweat, leaf cutting, or cuckcoo bees,
this talk is for you! Co-sponsored by the
Tri-Moraine Audubon Society.
NATURE 101: WATERFOWL
Tues., Mar. 13 - 7 p.m.– MEEC
See Nature 101 program description on
page 7. Waterfowl is a general term
used to describe a variety of birds in the
family of ducks, geese and swans. Much
more than the neighborhood Mallard or
Canada Goose - Mergansers, Bufflehead, Goldeneye and many more either
call Ohio home or at least visit during
migration. Join us as we learn a little
more about these stunning birds. Register by March 12th. [Accompanying programs – Duck, Duck, Goose! & Killdeer
Plains Field Trip]

Moraine Audubon Society to explore
some of the 8,000+ acres of wetlands,
prairies, and woodlots as we look for
ducks, hawks, owls, woodpeckers, and
other passerines. Prepare to be out in
the weather and pack a lunch/snacks/
beverages. Field guides/binoculars/
scopes are encouraged, but we will
share! Some walking, but we will be
mostly driving between points of interest. A carpool, including the park van,
will depart at 10 a.m. from the Lima’s
Eastgate Mall parking lot behind Wendy's on SR 309. The Park van will plan to
return around 4 p.m. Beginner and experienced birders are welcome. Register by
March 22.
SPRING IN THE WETLAND
Sun., Mar. 25 - 2 p.m. - KW
Spring is such an exciting
time when amphibians wake
from their long winter nap.
Make sure to wear rubber boots as we
search the wetlands for salamanders,
frogs and toads. Register by March 23.

WOODCOCK WATCH
Wed. Mar. 28 - 7:30 p.m. - MTB
DUCK, DUCK, GOOSE!
Sat., Mar. 17 - 10 a.m. - OMP-Lima Lake Take a break mid-week with a twilight
walk as we look and listen for the AmeriWhether you are itching to put your wacan Woodcock. After a short presentaterfowl knowledge to the test or don’t
know the difference between a duck and tion we will hike to see the male
“timberdoodle” perform his unique sky
a goose, this is the program for you!
We’ll do a little hiking and scan the lake dance to show off for the ladies as part
for waterfowl and birds of all kinds. Field of their courtship rituals. Be prepared for
a hike in the (wet) woods.
guides/binoculars/scopes are encouraged, but we will share! Be prepared for
the weather and ground conditions.
GOOD FRIDAY HIKE
ESCAPE ROOM: NATURAL
HISTORY MUSEUM
Fri., Mar 23 - 4:30, 6:00, 7:30
or 9:00 p.m.

Fri., Mar. 30 - 2 p.m. - KW
Any day is a good day for a hike but let’s
celebrate today with appreciation and
awe of the world around us. Register by
March 28.

Sat., Mar. 24 - 12:00, 1:30, 3:00, 4:30,
6:00, 7:30, or 9:00 p.m.
Sun., Mar. 25 - 1:30, 3:00, 4:30, 6:00,
7:30, or 9:00 p.m.
See article on page 2. $10 per person
or $50 for entire time slot.

LIMA AREA WOODCARVERS
Mon., April 2 - 7 p.m. - MEEC
Contact Dave Betts for information at
419-204-1571.
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(Continued)
NATURE 101: BATS
Tues., April 10 - 7 p.m. - MEEC
See Nature 101 program description on
page 7. Bats comprise the 2nd largest
group of mammals in the world with
over 1000 species worldwide. Ohio is
home to about a dozen species, all incredibly beneficial (and none are blood
suckers!). Explore these fascinating
animals and be prepared to put some
preconceived notions to the test! Register by April 9. [Accompanying programs
– Build a Bat House & An Evening at
Kendrick Woods]
NATURE PALS: EVERY DAY IS
EARTH DAY
Thurs, April 12 - 10 a.m. or 1
p.m. - MEEC
Children ages 3-5 and their adult companion are invited to learn about the
importance of caring for our Earth
through hands-on activities, crafts and
stories. A hike through the woods will
be included so make sure to dress appropriately for the weather. Registration required by April 10.
BUILD A BAT HOUSE
Sat., April 14 - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. - MEEC
Did you know a single bat eats a thousand pesky bugs, like mosquitos, every
hour each night? Invite a bat to your
yard by building them a house. All ages
are welcome, but kids under 10 should
bring a handy adult to help them assemble their bat house. Building kits
and tools will be provided. The program
fee of $20 (to cover material costs) can
be paid the day of the program. Register by April 10.
QUILT WORKSHOP
Mon., April 16, 23 & May 14 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. - MEEC
Join Connie Klima & Anne Bowman as
they show you how to assemble a star
pattern quilt using charm packs or your
choice of fabrics. Class size is limited
and fee is $30 per person. Call 419221-1232 to register and receive your
fabric and pattern requirements.
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EVENING AT KENDRICK WOODS
Tues., April 17 - 7:30 p.m. - KW
As the natural world shifts from life during the light to life in the dark, we’ll be
there! Join us for a sunset hike on
Kendrick Wood’s easily accessible
board walk, followed by a meander to
the wetlands to listen to the frogs – we
may even spot an early roosting bat on
the way! Dress for the weather and
ground conditions. Register by April 16.

WILDLOWER WALK
Sun., April 29 - 2 p.m. - KW
This time of the year, the forest floor is
carpeted with a dazzling array of colorful jewels. Join us at Kendrick Woods
as we enjoy the spring wildflowers that
bloom for such a brief time. Register by
April 27.

NATIONAL ASTRONOMY DAY
Sat., April 21 - 9:30 p.m. - KW
Not only is it National Astronomy Day
but it’s also the Lyrid meteor shower.
With any luck we’ll be able to enjoy
both! The Lima Astronomical Society
will bring their telescopes and lead discussions on astronomy.

NATURE PALS: A CAMPING WE
WILL GO!
Thurs., May 3 - 10 a.m. or 1 p.m. MEEC
Preschoolers (ages 3-5), get ready for
some camping! We will pack everything
we need for a hike to our campsite
where we will enjoy songs and snacks
around our campfire. An adult companion is required to attend the program.
Please register by May 1.

KAYAK ADVENTURES
Sun., April 22 - 2:30 p.m.
to 5:30 p.m. - FTA
Bring your kayak and join a Naturalist
as we enjoy the coming of spring on the
beautiful Auglaize River. Birds, trees,
fish—nothing is off limits as we explore
the natural history of this hidden gem.
This program is dependent on the
weather and water level and is designed for boaters with some experience and the proper equipment
(registered kayak, life jacket, paddle).
Limit 10 boats, register by April 20.
LAWRENCE WOODS FIELD TRIP
Sat., April 28 - 1:30 p.m. (depart Lima)
Join us as we partner with the TriMoraine Audubon Society to travel to
Lawrence Woods, a 1000 acre swampy
forest in Hardin County. We will explore
the 1+ mile board walk in this state
nature preserve known for large, mature trees and incredible wildflowers! A
carpool, including the park van, will
depart at 1:30 p.m. from the Lima’s
Eastgate Mall parking lot behind Wendy's on SR 309. We should arrive at LW
approximately 2:15 and be back close
to 4:30pm. Register by April 26 for
seats in the Park van.

WILDFLOWER WALK
Sat., May 5 - 10 a.m. - KW
This time of the year, the forest floor is carpeted with a
dazzling array of colorful jewels. Join us as we enjoy the spring wildflowers that bloom for such a brief time.
Register by May 3.
LIMA AREA WOODCARVERS
Mon., May 7 - 7 p.m. - MEEC
Contact Dave Betts for information at
419-204-1571.
NATURE 101: WARBLERS
Tues., May 8 - 7 p.m. - MEEC
See Nature 101 program description on
page 2. A small but challenging group
of song birds, warblers are often dismissed (or unknown!) because they can
be difficult to see for the casual observer. Here is your chance to learn about
these flying gems; their beauty, songs,
habits, and more! Register by May 7.
[Accompanying programs – Magee
Kendrick’s Birds & Marsh Field Trip ]

(Continued)
KENDRICK’S BIRDS
Sat., May 12 - 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. - KW
Migration, Migration, Migration! Scads
of fantastic birds stop in areas like
Kendrick Woods to fuel their journey to
breeding grounds further north and
several more stick around for the summer. Join a naturalist as we explore the
woods. We’ll canvas the whole park in
two chunks, one half starting at 7:30
am and the rest of the park beginning
at 9 am. Come for one or stay for both!
All skill levels are welcome! Binoculars/field guides are encouraged but a
limited number will be available. Dress
for the weather and ground conditions.
Register by May 11.
BIG BIRDING DAY! (Magee Marsh Trip)
Mon., May 14 - 6:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Ride along as we partner with the Tri
Moraine Audubon Society for our annual visit to one of the hottest birding
spots in the world, Magee Marsh! This
year will be a shorter trip as we plan to
spend the morning at the Marsh and
after lunch visit the nature center and
then call it a day. A carpool, including
the park van, will depart (rain or shine)
at 6:30 a.m. from Lima’s Eastgate Mall
parking lot behind Wendy’s on SR 309.
Some may stay longer, but the Park van
will plan to be back close to 2:30 p.m.
Appropriate clothing/footwear, binoculars, sun protection, lunch/snacks /beverages, and field guides are recommended. Beginner & experienced birders are welcome. Register by May 11.
SPRING MOTHS!
Thurs., May 24 - 9:30 p.m. - KW
Late spring offers some of the best
mothing of the year with many of the
large, charismatic moths emerging as
adults. While it may be a late program,
some of the most fascinating things
come out at night (and not just moths!).
With a moth sheet, black lights, baited
trees and sharp eyes, you won’t be disappointed! Flash lights, cameras and
bug spray are encouraged. Dress for
the weather and ground conditions.
Register by May 23.

SUMMER KICK-OFF
Sat., May 26 - 10 a.m. - OMP
Campground
HURRAY, SUMMER IS HERE!!!! Come
out and play in the parks! Join a naturalist for some all-time favorite nature
games –Red squirrel, grey squirrel;
Birds & Worms; Oh Deer!; Turtles &
Hawks etc. These are active group
games so bring your friends.

METRO PARK
ADVENTURES
Summer 2018

NATURE: 101
Allen County, although
primarily agricultural in its land use, is
full of life! Both flora and fauna
abound if you know where to look and
what to look for. Join a Naturalist the
2nd Tuesday of each month this season as we explore some of the natural
world’s most fascinating topics. All are
welcome, although these programs are
designed for a more mature audience
as we will examine these areas in
depth at the McElroy Environmental
Education Center. These indoor
presentations are accompanied by outdoor programs on that topic designed
to explore and apply what we have
learned.

Waterfowl - Tues., Mar. 13 - 7 p.m.
Bats - Tues., April 10 - 7 p.m.
Warblers - Tues., May 8 - 7 p.m.

SAVE THE WILDFLOWERS
Help us save our spring
ephemerals from garlic
mustard, an invasive
weed from Europe. We
will begin pulling at Kendrick Woods,
then move on to Hermon Woodlands,
McLean Teddy Bear Park, Lippincott
Bird Sanctuary, and Heritage Park.
Pulling will take place every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday morning in April
and May from 9 am to 12 pm. If you
would like to help, please contact Anne
Smedley at asmedley@jampd.com or
419-221-1232. If you have any sturdy
woven plastic bags to put the pulled
mustard in, please bring them along or
donate at the Park Office.

Mark your calendars now for our
summer youth program series in the
Metro Parks. More details will be available soon. Please contact the Park
District office at 419-221-1232. Registration begins May 1.
METROPARK TRAILBLAZERS (ages 5-6)
Feelin’ Froggie
July 10, 11 & 12 - 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. McLean Teddy Bear Park
Birds, Birds, Birds!
July 31, August 1 & 2 - 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. - McLean Teddy Bear Park
METROPARK DISCOVERERS (ages 7-9)
Spiders
June 19, 20 & 21 - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. McLean Teddy Bear Park
Trees
July 17, 18 & 19 - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. McLean Teddy Bear Park
METROPARK EXPLORERS (ages 10-14)
Survival Skills
June 26, 27 & 28 - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Hermon Woodlands Metro Park
Pollinators
July 24, 25 & 26 - 10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
- McLean Teddy Bear Park
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We are pleased to announce the winners of our annual Nature Photography
contest. This year’s contest was judged
by professional photographer Christopher Collins, photo editor for Ohio Ornithological Society and former photography instructor.

Youth Landscape
1st place - Sami Peachey
2nd place - Dylan Hohenbrink
3rd place - Dylan Hohenbrink
Youth Parks Potpourri
1st place - Dylan Hohenbrink
2nd place - Dylan Hohenbrink
3rd place - Sami Peachey

Youth - 1st—Dylan Hohenbrink

Thank you to all of our participants
and congratulations to all the winners.
All of the winning photos can be viewed
on our website johnnyappleseedparks.com

Best of Show—Kylie Blanton

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY WINNERS ANNOUNCED!

Adult Specific Nature
1st place - Mike Smithson
2nd place - Gloria Kershner
3rd place - Mike Smithson

Adult—1st - Jill Staley

A special thank you to Alloway Environmental Testing Services for sponsor- Adult Landscape
1st place - Sandra Litton
ing.
2nd place - Danielle Hodges
Best of Show - Kylie Blanton
3rd place - Mike Smithson
Youth Specific Nature
Adult Parks Potpourri
1st place - Kylie Blanton
1st place - Jill Staley
2nd place - Gwyneth Foust
2nd place - Mike Smithson
3rd place - Dylan Hohenbrink
3rd place - Jamie Cunningham

Our apologies to Charlotte Apfelbeck & Jerry Johnson for
inadvertently leaving their names off of the 2017
Friends of the Parks Membership Patron Level.

Your METRO PARKS!

ALLEN COUNTY FARM PARK
1582 Slabtown Road
AGERTER ROAD RIVER ACCESS
16410 Agerter Road
DEEP CUT HISTORICAL PARK
22900 St. Rt. 66
FT. AMANDA STATE MEMORIAL
St. Rt. 198
HERITAGE PARK
2092 Reed Road (West Entrance)
1772 Reed Road (East Entrance)
HERMON WOODLANDS
485 N. Wapak Road
KENDRICK WOODS
971 N. Defiance Trail
LIPPINCOTT BIRD SANCTUARY
3093 Bellefontaine Road
McLEAN TEDDY BEAR PARK
2004 N. Dixie Hwy.
MOTTER METRO PARK
10740 Columbus Grove-Bluffton
Rd. Bluffton
OTTAWA METRO PARK
2632 Ada Road

PARK OFFICE/McELROY CENTER
2355 Ada Road

Park Office Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

ROTARY RIVERWALK/
OTTAWA RIVER BIKEWAY
From Heritage Park to Ottawa
Metro Park

VETERANS FREEDOM FLAG MONUMENT
1191 Buckeye Road

2355 Ada Road, Lima, Ohio 45801

Phone 419-221-1232

Emergency Assistance at Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan Park District Properties call 911.
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insects and other prey species. Spiders
don’t have chewing mouth parts, so they
drink all their meals. Yum!! Bug
slurpies!!!

from spiders for wound dressings and
crosshairs in telescopes, microscopes
and weapons. Even though humans
can’t replicate true spider silk, our repliNow this is the point where I can hear ca attempts are used for ballistic armor,
you asking, “How is it that a spider does footwear, breast implants, artificial ligaments/tendons, ropes, nets and seat
not get stuck to its own web?!?!” Well,
they have super powers obviously! They belts.
have two small toe hooks and a smooth
Pretty soon I’ll sound like a broken
How cool are spiders?!?! Seriously!! patch on each foot that help them tip toe record! Especially to those of you who
They have eight legs and can climb up
across the web without actually touching have attended one of my spider prowalls, across ceilings and then hang
the sticky parts. Also, spiders secrete an grams and met my friend Charlie. If you
above your head while you’re sleeping!
oily substance that covers their body,
have yet to be introduced, please call me
No, I’m just kidding. They don’t do that.
making them a little slippery themselves. (419-223-1025) to schedule a program
However, they do have some really neat
for your group or Scout troop to learn
Spiders are fairly solitary animals,
super powers, and making silk may be
about these fascinating creatures! I
and a female lays 2 to 1000 eggs at a
the coolest adaption spiders have. In
don’t have any spider programs coming
fact, scientists are not able to fabricate a time. Once the spiderlings crawl out of
the egg sac, it’s time for them to venture up yet, but that’s a problem we need to
substance that is as strong and elastic
fix because seriously, spiders are cool!
off to find their own place to call home.
as spider silk. Spiders use their silk to
As a spider, you can’t fly (thankfully) and
build webs, wrap prey, climb, balloon
and even hunt. Females even use silk to even with eight legs you don’t get anyJessie Elsass
bundle up her eggs in a protective pouch where fast walking, so let’s be creative
and…
bungee
jump!?!
In
the
early
spring,
called an egg sac. Spiders can leave
Naturalist
trails of silk – or drag lines - behind them young spiders climb to a high perch and
release a long string of silk into the
and then follow their own path to find
breeze. Then once the strand catches a
their way home.
gust of wind it sling shots the spider and
Spiders can make up to seven differ- deposits him in a new area. If it’s not
ent types of silk depending on what pro- favorable there, the spider just picks
The Johnny Appleseed Park District is happy
ject they’re working on. They somehow
another high perch and repeats this pro- to help you and your scouts complete rechoose to use/make silk that is extra
quirements for badges, achievements and
cess called ballooning.
sticky, extra strong or extra elastic and
electives. Below is a list of what programs
Other than webs, spiders are pretty
then use a combination of different
we offer. Please contact the naturalists at
creative in their methods of catching
types of silk to make their webs. Orb
419-223-1025 to schedule a program.
food. Some lay down a silk pad outside
weavers use strong elastic silk for the
Cub Scouts & Webelos
their “front door” and wait for someone
spokes of the web and extra-sticky silk
Tiger Adventure: Backyard Jungle /Tigers in
for the circles. Some even put fancy de- to come knockin’. Others hunt by wanthe Wild
signs in the web that are thought to help dering around and consuming whatever
they come across. Finally, some set
Wolf Adventure: Paws on the Path
prevent birds and bigger animals from
traps that play dirty tricks on its victims.
Bear Adventure: Fur, Feathers, and Ferns
accidentally destroying the web. After a
My favorite is the Bolas spider. She will
Bear Elective Adventure: A Bear Goes Fishwhile, spider silk can get clogged with
ing
dirt or dry out, and it loses its stickiness. perch herself on the edge of a leaf or
A spider can eat the old silk and recycle branch, produce a sticky silk ball, lower it Webelos/Arrow of Light Elective Adventure:
down on a silk string, and start swinging Into the Wild / Into the Woods
the special proteins through their body
it around in circles like… well… a bolas or
to create brand new silk. Many spiders
Boy Scouts
a cowboy’s lasso. Did I mention this
rebuild their webs everyday to ensure
sticky ball smells exactly like a very love- The JAMPD naturalists are merit badge
their homemade death traps are fully
counselors in: Bird Study, Mammal Study,
ly female moth?! This lures in a hopeful
functional.
Insect Study, Reptile & Amphibian Study,
male moth who gets struck, stuck and
Once an insect hits the sticky web, it
Nature, Hiking, Environmental Science, Fish
sucked up for dinner.
panics and tries to escape – shaking the
and Wildlife Management, Sustainability
Spider silk isn’t just helpful to spiders.
web, getting more stuck and alerting the
Girl Scouts
resident spider which cheerfully goes to Hummingbirds turn into sneaky bandits
and
confiscate
some
silk
for
their
nests.
investigate, wrap it in more silk and give
Daisies: Rose Petal, Clover Petal
it a deadly kiss to either consume it then This stretchy silk is perfect for insulation Brownies: Naturalist Bugs, Senses, Hiker
or save it for later. Spider venom paralyz- and support to accommodate the everJuniors: Naturalist Flowers, Animal Habitats
growing baby birds. Humans milk silk
es and liquifies the internal organs of
Cadettes: Naturalist Trees

SCOUTING PROGRAMS
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Name each body part of the spider then fill in the missing words.

Key Words

2.
1.

A. Abdomen

3.

B. Cephalothorax
C. Eyes

4.

D. Fangs (Chelicerae)
E. Legs

5.

F. Pedipalps
H. Spinnerets

7. H.
6. A.
5. B.
4. C.

6.

3. E.
2. D.
ANSWER
KEY
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1. F.

7.

